periscope 


Allgemeine Zeitschrift fur Psychiatrie 
(Vol. LXIII., No. i, 1906.) 

1. The Belief in Demoniacal Possession. Behr. 

2. Contribution to the Knowledge of Induced Insanity. Ast. 

3. The Pathology of General Paresis. Lukacs. 

4. Combined Psychoses. Stransicy. 

5. Moral Imbecility. Schaefer. 

6. The Kiss Among the Insane. Naecke. 

1. Belief in Demoniacal Possession .—The author describes the case of 
a woman, presenting a somatopsychosis, in whom probably abnormal sensa- 
tions arising from the abdomen led to the elaboration of the delusion that 
an evil spirit inhabited this region and exercised his baleful influence 
over her. She could feel him plainly in her interior, and he spoke, not m 
her ear, but from her mouth loud enough for anyone to hear. When ques¬ 
tions were addressed to the demon it was noticed that the patient s 
abdominal, neck and throat muscles were made tense, inspiration was con¬ 
trolled, and the reply was made in a forced explosive voice somewhat as in 
ventriloquy. The patient explained that it was her unwelcome guest who 
spoke in this way, using her speech organs. At times dialogues between, 
patient and fiend took place, natural voice alternating with unnatural, in 
connection with this case, which the author is inclined to regard as one ot 
dementia paranoides, he discusses the belief in witchcraft, and possession 
as it has come down to us from ancient times and persists in one form or 
another until the present day. He thinks that the value of spiritual ex¬ 
ercises in the nature of exorcism should not be too scornfully rejected by 
physicians, since, while they cast out no devils, they frequently have a 
powerful suggestive effect, which might be legitimately made use ot m 

suitable cases. , 

2. Induced Insanity .—Description of the cases of three married couples 
in which the mental disturbance of one partner was followed by that of the 
other, in two instances the wife being first affected; in the other, the 
husband. All .showed delusions of persecution, and were probably examples- 
of paranoia. From a study of these cases, and a review of the literature 
the author comes to the following conclusions: (i)There is no real trans¬ 
mission of a true psychosis. The primary case can only play the part o 
an exciting cause and determines only the form and content of the symptom- 
complex in tne second psychosis. (2) As chief etiological factor induc¬ 
tion” comes into consideration onlv in what has been called folie imposee. 
This dev elopes chiefly in feeble minded persons or in those exceedingly 
amenable to suggestion, and recovery takes place as soon as the cause is 
removed. (3) Occasionally under special circumstances even normal 
people may give way under the influence of the insane, however. his 
influence may reach such a degree as to simulate a true psychosis, ana 
differentiation may be impossible until the recovery takes place on removal 
from the unfavorable influence. (4) Transmission takes place not, as 
Schonfeldt thinks, in the reaction of a conformable disposition, but in 
pure suggestion, assisted by the combination of various factors. 

3. General Paresis .—The author thinks that in the study of general 
paresis, attention has heretofore been directed too exclusively to the changes 
in the nervo-us system, while in reality it is being more and more widely 
recognized that this is a general disease affecting to a greater or less 
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extent all organs He considers the etiology, pathology and pathological 
anatomy, basing his remarks chiefly on the results of the clinical and 

S 5? dy r° fca * es °, { S et ? eral Paresis. Besides syphilis, he 
thinks that other factors, such as heredity or acquired degeneration, tuber- 
culosis and atner infectious diseases may play an important role in its 
etiology, and seems to lean toward the autointoxication theory. He sum¬ 
marizes his conclusions as follows: (1) The chief factor in the causation 
«m£r iera r ? a m SIS i, alon & ' wtth heredity and acquired degeneration, is 
syphilis. (2) lo the anatomopathologieal substratum of paresis next to 
the changes in the nervous system come atrophy and degeneration of the 
heart, of the vessels, the parenchymatous organs and the intestinal tract, 
these alterations at any rate in part are primary and not secondary to 
the changes in the central nervous system. (3) The symptoms of general 
paresis are due not only to the changes in the nervous system, and the 
circulatory and trophic disorders, but are in part of toxic origin. 

4. Combined Psychoses .—The author discusses the views on this subject 

of various writers from Krafft-Ebing who first wrote about it, to Gaupp, 
W 1 . 0 , 1 J urnis,h ® d the “os* ' r ecent review of the question. The tendency 

-r-m n ? naed as w< rll as of the majority of recent authors to deny the 
possibility of true combination of psychoses he thinks too radical, since 
3* ou l su f h occurrences as the onset of general paresis in an alcoholic 
subject who has already shown symptoms of alcoholic insanity, or of 
hysterical manifestations in a feeble-minded person. While rare, veritable 
■combinations of unrelated psychoses occasionally occur. As illustrating this 

. e ajf, S 5, n - beS tW ° CaSSS ’ m one of which > a condition of delirium proceeding 
to death in marasmus, supervened on a paranoid condition in a middle-aged 
woman; in the other, a man twenty-three years old presented at the start a 
typical manic phase, followed by slight depression, which later gave place 

s?nce fn°?he °J , the - se cas , es wouId ? eem very conclusive, however, 

since in the first, the delusions of persecution present could readily lead 
to ideas of poisoning followed bv abstinence, and the development of an 
if' 100 psychosis, while in the second, taking into consideration the 
protean symptoms of dementia prsecox, the sequence of events described 
does not seem incompatible with the dignosis of th's psychosis 

5. Moral Imbecility.— Description of the case of a young man who on 

came U under S t 0 h me p ^ tv , tllefts and _ other irregularities at boarding school, 
came under the author s examination, with some remarks on the etiology 
and diagnosis of this condition. 

6. The Kiss Among the Insane.—SNhWe the author considers the kiss 
a L° r .'. g,natlI \? ln . the sexuaI relation, and that it is in its most common ap¬ 
plication a stimulus to sexual feeling, it has also acquired a significance as 
Wn m f b ° t pure c as ^ x “ al affection and of respect, in which its origin has 
!if^? r ff°. tten - Studying the motive of the kiss in the insane he finds it of 
the following varieties: (1) Purely friendly without sexual basis, only in 
women and some male idiots. (2) The sexual kiss not differing from the 
same in normal persons. (3) The homosexual kiss. (4) The imperative 
kiss in obedience to the command of a voice. (3) Caused by a delusion or 

C0Mentinn atI ?vi Ttf Th ? impulsive £ss in obedience to an imperative 
m ; Z- 7 -* ?t. he pure . y automatic kiss. He gives the histories of some 
cases illustrating these varieties, most of them being precocious dements, in 
some ot whom the homosexual element was very prominent. 

Allen (Trenton). 
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I '4 r P as - e , 0 ^ ff acl "al Tic Cured by Suggestion. Ioteyko. 

2. t he Mathematical Analysis of Fatigue Curves as a Diagnostic Procedure 
m Diseases of the Nervous System. Ioteyko. 

3- Anesthetics, Particularly Scopolamine, as Adjuvants to Hypnotic Sug¬ 
gestion. Berillon. 



